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understanding of the fifth. In the fifth book Hooker briefly states 
principles which he more fully elaborates in the three remaining 
books, so that our author, in this scholarly volume, leads us into the 
thought of the whole eight books of Hooker's " Polity." 

The author has done his work thoroughly. He is evidently well 
versed in the abundant literature pertaining to his topic, and he has used 
it with effect. While in all points we agree with neither him nor 
Hooker, this " Introduction" will be to the writings of Hooker what 
Cope's " Introduction" is to the writings of Aristotle. 

Galusha Anderson. 
The University of Chicago. 

Der mOndliche Vortrag und die Gebardensprache des evan- 
gelischen Predigers. Ein Handbuch zum Selbstunter- 
richt fur angehende Geistliche. Von H. Allihn, Konigl. 
Superintendent und Kreisschulinspektor zu Leubingen. 
Leipzig: E. Ungleich, 1898. Pp. iv + 404. M. 6. 

The reputation of the Germans for thoroughness in scholarship 
causes one to open with interest a German work on the delivery of 
preachers ; but one who is familiar with the latest and most advanced 
of the methods of training speakers in America is very soon disap- 
pointed with this book. He finds chiefly an aggregation of quotations, 
made without discrimination, from the various " methods " which have 
been published in different parts of the world — a rehashing of well- 
known facts regarding the anatomy and physiology of the voice — a sum- 
mary of Helmholtz' discoveries or theories regarding speech, the science 
of sound, and other subjects remotely connected with delivery. When 
he looks for particular points of practical importance to the compre- 
hension of the nature of delivery, he finds a lack of insight, superficial 
observation, and little experience. We have many pages about breath- 
ing, but if the author had thoroughly understood the fundamental 
conditions of right breathing, and the numerous faults to which 
preachers are specially subject, he would not have stopped on the sur- 
face with scientific or commonplace facts regarding respiration, and 
overlooked all the worst faults. These rather confuse the mind of the 
student than assist him to secure normal control of his breath, to 
develop his power, or to avoid a sore throat. The author's ideas 
regarding the shock of the glottis have been given up for nearly fifty 
years by every prominent teacher of singing in Europe, so far as I can 
find. The long discussion upon the registers of the voice only confuses 
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the student and prevents rather than aids in the development of 
the right use of the voice. I can find no place where there is any 
adequate study of the causes of misuse of the voice, and no exer- 
cises which are safe for the student to practice. The special reason 
for this is that there is no insight into fundamental principles, no 
understanding of causes, and no realization of the true nature of 
training. 

It is hardly worth while to enumerate particulars to prove the 
justice of these criticisms. I shall take two illustrations — one to 
show the author's method of dealing with a specific fault, and the 
other to show the conventional or antiquated character of the elocu- 
tion of German preachers, and the inadequacy of German methods for 
the development of natural delivery. 

Among the faults enumerated as peculiar to clergymen it is stated 
that the larynx is held too high in speaking ; and it is implied that if a 
preacher holds the larynx low he will not suffer from sore throat. This 
statement is not true. The real cause of a sore throat is not touched. 
Besides, such a direction is a mere superficial expedient, and does not 
eradicate the evil. Half the real trouble in such cases is constriction 
of the throat, and if the larynx is fixed or held at its lowest point, it 
introduces a worse constriction. No method of training which does 
not free the larynx and pharynx from muscular constriction will be of 
any use. This may be taken as an illustration of all the exercises and 
methods of the book. They are mere expedients ; they are not 
founded upon insight into causes. Such directions show no distinc- 
tion between modulation and manipulation of the voice, and form no 
part of a true science of training. 

From the beginning to the end of the book I can find no idea 
that faults of delivery are caused by wrong actions of the mind. 
Even the physical occasion of defects is not seen, much less remote 
psychic causes. 

The other point to be mentioned is the failure to realize inflection. 
Delivery is marked out with musical notation, as if there was no distinc- 
tion between song and speech, or, at any rate, that this distinction has 
no relation to inflection. Delivery to this author is not founded upon 
naturalness or conversation, but upon an unartificial system with a 
notation similar to that of song. The methods in our country observe 
the elements of conversation and idealize and accentuate, but do 
not depart from the actions of the voice in simple speech ; the 
German methods entirely ignore naturalness. 
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Inflection was not dicovered in England until 1775. At first there 
was a tendency greatly to exaggerate it or to relate it to mere phrase- 
ology, so that it had little effect upon delivery until the elder Russell 
and Professor Monroe. In fact, there were few practical exercises for 
the development of natural speech melody until recent years. Was 
the presence and command of inflection as an element of delivery in 
proportion to the influence of Wendell Phillips in this country ? At 
any rate, in those cities where he spoke so often the speaking is simple. 
In those parts of the country where Wendell Phillips never spoke the 
delivery is stilted. But the teaching of Professor Monroe and of William 
Russell was given in the immediate circle and neighborhood where 
Wendell Phillips exercised the influence of his example. Was it the 
example of Webster and Phillips, or the precepts of the founders of 
American elocution that caused the reformation ? 

Germany has had a few exceptional, natural, and able speakers, but 
it seems never to have had a teacher of elocution to discover the pri- 
mary elements of conversational speech. 

This book adds nothing to the store of knowledge regarding 
delivery. The author often quotes Oscar Guttmann, whose book is 
translated into English. Guttmann gives more practical instruction 
than is found in this book, and gives a better understanding of what 
practical teachers have tried to do in Germany. This able teacher 
was starved in his own country, and had to come to America for 
appreciation. 

The views regarding delivery in our own country are poor enough. 
Within a few days I heard one of the most prominent professors of 
homiletics in this country make a public plea for elocution, and I was 
astounded to hear him call it " the physical equipment of the man," 
and to see that he regarded delivery as a mere physical thing. The 
gentleman seemed to be utterly ignorant of the recent revolution that 
has been wrought or of the fact that this view of delivery has been 
exploded — that it is only a half-truth, which is the worst kind of 
falsehood. 

Of course, the training of the voice is a part of the development of 
delivery. A knowledge of physiology and a knowledge of the correct 
method of breathing is a part, but a very external part, of the develop- 
ment of the delivery. The problem of delivery consists in the training 
of the voice and the body to be responsive to the mind — the develop- 
ment of the processes of thinking so that the man can, upon his feet, 
rethink his thought and feel it in such a way as to use the natural 
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languages as a direct expression of his thought and feeling. Vocal train- 
ing secures a physical equipment, but vocal expression is as much a 
development and requires as much exercise of the mental powers as 
the writing of good English. 

But though the views of delivery are inadequate here, they are 
worse in Germany, and this book proves that Germany is the last place 
in the world to which a student should go who desires to become a prac- 
tical and effective preacher. With all its accumulated and pretended 
learning, it proves the absolute misconception of the preacher's func- 
tions among the great Germans and German-trained scholars which 
today gives the standard in all our theological schools and universities. 
The real problem of delivery is not touched. To read such a work and 
to study and practice its exercises would work more harm than good. It 
is fifty years behind the times in America. Its point of view is wrong ; 
its realization of the needs of the preacher, like the theological schools 
of our time, is essentially, so far as the development of the practical 
preaching power of the man is concerned, on the wrong track. The 
student who longs to develop himself as a scholar may find help in 
Germany ; but the one who longs to develop himself as a preacher 
should carefully avoid the German universities and their influence. 
The contempt of scholars for any scholarly treatment of the subject 
of delivery has long been to me a cause of the greatest wonder. Does 
this book furnish a key ? Is it because our standards of scholarship 
come from Germany ? 

S. S. Curry. 

Boston, Mass. 

Sermons and Addresses. By Robert Flint, D.D., LL.D., Pro- 
fessor of Divinity in the University of Edinburgh. New 
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899. Pp.333. $2.50. 

This volume contains twenty-four sermons and two addresses. The 
sermons are upon such subjects as "Christian Unity," "The Chief 
Good," " Nonconformity to the World," " Christ Suffering for Sins," 
etc. It thus appears that they are devoted to great themes. The style 
is simple, clear, and pure ; the substance of the discourses is strictly 
evangelical ; and the spirit is devout, sincere, and beautiful. These 
sermons are of a high order homiletically, and have suggestive and 
devotional worth alike for preacher and people. 

The two addresses are devoted to " Christianity in Relation to Other 
Religions," and " Some Requirements of a Present-Day Apologetics." 



